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CIIAPTEU II. CONTIXLT.D.

Concludul.

Aftcr cnjnining silcncc on Ccphisc in

rouard to thcir privtitu conlenmco, thc
harouosa dismisscd hcr tn attcnd tlio toil- -

lctlc oftlio intendcd brido; nnd 113 slio

cnurtcsicd nml uithdrcw, tlio litily of liigli
birth in linr own hcart ncknowlodged tlic
sunorioritv ot' princinlo tlio inochnnic's
sistcr posscsscd ovor Iicr.

'Sho i3 n model of honcsty nnd candor.
0!i! il'iny Kvclinn rcscmblcd hcr!

Tho fo'lding dnors woro throwa opcn,
nnda voico was hcard ntinouncing tlio

ofcompany.
Thoy comc!' iiiid tlio lmroncssnway

with alftraco of auxicty! and pui on a
faco of joy!'

And with tliat dignificd and graccful
carriago which sho could so wcll com-man- d,

tlio uiistrc!S3 of thc niansion rccciv-e- d

Iicr and bado tlicin weleome,
wilh a faco, i.i'lced offly

Thc councoilorProvul approachcd her,
followcd by llcnry Uccourcy,

'Evcry thing is in rendiuess,' said thc
former, 't!..' Nntury has adilcd hiszcul to
my halo, yon will find all corrcct, innd-ai- n.

Eut whcro is my son? Suroly tho
bndogrootn should not loiloa I

"

Tlio scrvaut Iicre annoiinccd Fathcr
Antoinc, who cntorcd tlio voom with a
firin stop nnd tuodost air. 1 is simplo
g.oy n:tbilimcnt3 attractcd tlio gonoral
alloiUioir, iind tlio wliispcr from ono to
anothcr of 'Who ia hc : '

1 otuihctl thc cnr of
tlio bar ni33, who rcplicd, 'Al'ow mo to
inti'oduco t5 tlio prosont ussoinbly an old

worthy friond of my iuother'n.
'iioom for thc brido!' and thc baroncss

lcd fonvurd Lconic, who nftor- - the usiiiil
civiliiici nnd salutatinns oftho company,
whispcred to hcr niothcr.

Dcnr niamina, 1 lnvo forgottcn my
hi idal bonquct, do bid Cophiso bring it to
mc; hho will p'.acc it in my bosom liiuuh
innro graccfnlly than Anncttc,'

Thc annouiiccnicnt of 'Connt Proval,'
causcd a goncral scnsation in tlio difl'ur-c- nt

gronp3, and ladios vicd ono with thc
othcr to catch a look at tho hniuNoino
bridcgroom. Thc Connt ndvnnccd to thc
sidu of Loonic,and in an undcrtono upol-oijc- d

for his 'nnovoidablo dclay.' Tlio
notary took hia scat. Tho bridc and
bridcgroom .iltundod by bridoMnaids, took
thcir station in thc ccinro of tho apnrt-mon- t.

At tlnt mnincnt, Ccphiso cntcrci!
with thc bonquct in licrhaiid, and passing
on to whcro Lconio stood, prcparcd to
attach it to horsido; raising hcr oyc3 shc
cncountci cd ihoso of thc Connt l'roval!
'IidteanH' slio slnickod; atthc sanio in-st-

tho Connt oxclnimcd iu astonish-ni'n- f,

'Crphhc!' bolh nppcnrcd trans-fixcd- !

'What dncs ih'n inoanr' cxclaiin-c- d

thc baroncss in a haiighty tono, Fath-
cr Anloiiu! whijpcrod closc to hcr car
"Tis Ih'cllnu! tho daughtcr of my Pin-iUjit- !!'

Tho baroncss, ovorcomo by thissnddcn
annoiiiicoinunt, foll back, dcprivcd of
ficnsc, in tho nrma ofhor noplicw. All
was c'jnstciuution and confusion.

ciirrn:i m.
fliclnrd Mnrin npcondcd tho stcps lcad-in- g

to thc niansion of tho connccllor Prc-va- l,

Thcrc was a tirnmc33 in hi.s look
nnd nianncr which ill accoidcd with his
di.ordorod andnicchaniuliko habilimcnts.
A violcnt nppeal to thc knockcr brought
thc valot nf tlio connt to thc door, a
pcrfiimnd Inc(piry to a fttshlmmhk of thc
ninitccnt!! ccrttiry!

'li Mioitaicnr l'roval at hoincr'
'."!fo;if ') l'roval ! Uo yon nican his

olil lnrd. hip:'
'Nr! tho young man!'
, Yoitnz ma.t! indccd!' rclortcd tho val-c- t,

'yo i s'dould say CjiiiiI l'roval.'
'Aiiiionncc mo to him diroctlr!' impa-ticnt- lv

coiitiiuiud Uichard.
'What can afcllowliko von unnt with

liid lord.hip. I should likc to knowr'
111 foll him tlmt inynlf whcn I sco

liim ! and lct that bo foon; 1 want 110

parlcy with :i Uunz hkc yon!'
Dnbob coiiclmling from Kichard'a man

ncr that Iio wm rathcr a delcrmiiicil char- -
actor, did not vciittirc a valcl.likc rciily,
uui saiu 110 woinu jo in atul seo it his
master was at honic; adtlinir 'hc icallv
doubtoil thc fact, as hc had ordcrcd not
to bo ihsturbcd wliilo wiiting, and aftcr
that rung for hisboots.'

Uichard jjavo an inipaticnt waivc of thc
baiid, which Dubois thought ns wcll to
oucy; tio turiicu to asccnd thc etairs
Jtichard folloncd closc bohind. The vnl
6t rcachcd n door which hc opcncd, and
looking into thc opaitmcnt to which it
commttnicatcd and Oridini! it tinoccnniod.
hc lurncd lo dcsccnd, and found Richard
at his back! 'nly mastcr 13 mit ' said hc.
'so you will liavc to call ngainyoung man

gcntleman.
'I shall not call ngain! but wait hcro

tillhc comcsin, as tho surcst way ofscc
ing him.'

Uichard cntorcd tho anarlmcnt. and
ihrnwing himsclf into a scat, waitcd witli
a inrouiJing licart tlic rctum of tho noblc-nia- n.

Duboi3 lookcd and wondcrcd and won-dcrc- d

and lookcd! nnd taking I113 own
ealcly into considcration, dctcrmincd to
withdraw, and, watching his inastcr'a ar--

rival, infnrm him of his strango nnd
visitor; nnd Uichard found him-

sclf alono, in tho niansion ofhis cnoniy!
'Ahd I nm hcrc! in his houso! Ccphisc

lovcs hiin, spito of his dcccption, slio
tovcs him! Villnin! villnin! to wroii,'a
sotil liko hcr's! Could I tcnr out his
licart, it would not compcnsatc for tho ono

hc has almost brokcn! 1 havo told hcr 1

would lay my lifo dowu to sco hcr happ.v

now is thc timo to provo my worda! 01

my mothcr'a scerct sho is still ignornnt,
nnd must rcmain so! This is 110 tinic to

dcprivo hcr of a brothcr's right to do hcr

jibtico! Ah! somo 0110 comcs!'
Thc connt cntorcd tho apartmcnt cd

bv Uubois. A cloak was wrappcd

around his pcrson. Uo cnipiircd quickly

of Dubois for his fathcr 'ho was out.'
'Take this cloak and dismiss that man, I

caniiot altcud to him at prcscnt;' nnd tho
connt scatcd himsclf at a tablc and bogan
to writc. Uichard hccdcd not tlio

Thc count finishcd a Iiasty notc,
and giving it in chargo to Dubois, badc
him dchvcr it as dircctcd, instantly!
Dubois dciaitcd.

Tho count, turning to Uichard, cd

his namo nnd bnsincss.
'I am a poor mochanic! and havo an

nffair to scttlc bctwccn your lordship and
mvsclf!'

'Anaflair bctwccn 15." And thc an

sncorcd in dcrisiou on tho gun-smit- h.

'Who aro you?'
'A man!' rcpliod Uichard, 'and ono

whom you have sccn bcforc.'
'Whovo?' dcmandcd thc count.
'At tho King's Armony.whcrc you pur-chas- cd

pistols'ycstcrday; you wcro not
alono, you spokc incauiiously I listcncd

and in n puhlio warohouso you spokc
ofyournmours, nnd of n youii;! snmp-strcs- s

who lovcd you, and whoso dcstruc-tio- n

you dclibcraloly mcditatcd!'
'Wcll, sir, this docs not conccrn you!'
Ay, but it docs ihoiigh! that girl's

narnc is Cophiso Moiin inino Iticliard
Morin I am horbrnthcr!'

Tho color rcccdcd from tho faco of tho

count at tho namc of his victim! Uich-

ard conlinucd.
'Yostcrday I kncw not wlmm you

mcant y my sistcr has told mc all
yonr banns of marriago aro puhlishcd

withMadcinoisL'llc Docourccy! you liavc

nromiscd m v sistcr marrias;o! whic'i of
thcso two, sir, do you iulcnd to mako
your wifc?'

'Is this thc conimksion yiursistor has
chnrjjcd you with?' dcmandcd tho connt.

'My sistcr, sir, hnows nothing of my
hcina hcr. I lclt hcr at homo in tcars!
Tcars! wruns from a brokcn hcait!'

'Young man, I will not uitonipt to jus- -

tify my conduct. Young, rich, and with- -
nnt rcstraint.rcarpd 111 tho midst ol plca- -

suro nnd plcnty judging with thc lcvity

ofthc fashionahlc world, I soughtto add
to my consoqtirncc by ndvcnturo which
my rcason slmuld havo warncd mc musl
torminato in wrctchcdncss!'

'And,' rcplicd liichard, 'rich nnd nohlo
as you aro, you sought to corrupt tI1.1t

virtuo which was a poor girl's only dow- -

ry! And why dcsccnd to lalscliood to
ohtain your purposor'

'ljccaiuo 1 lovo hcr aud mv rnnic was
ahovc hcrs.'

'A man of hor.or docs not mcditato tho
ruin oftlio girl ho hi'cs! ho makcs hcr his
w!c!'

'Whonthcy aro oquals, yos, but lliiuk
oftlio distancc bctwccn your siftcr's tta-tio- n

and my oivn.
'1 havo dono so,' rcplicd Uichanl, '101

aro rich and nohlo, shc, poor and virtu-ou- s!

but, sir, my sistcr did not go to

you nnd say, '1 am rich, of liigli rnnk,
can you lovo mor r 0 : kIu livcd poaco-abl- y

undcr our huniblo roof yon noulit
) out nnd said '1 aui poor nnd your

(iiml, will lovo mc: slio boliovun,
unil listcncd to your protcstations you
nssiunrd n la'so numo! and woro a ilrcss
liko miiic, to win hcr lovo! Sho lovcd

you not for gold, or rnnk, but for jr-sclf- !

I am Ccpliiso's brothor.sir, mark
yon! hir brollur! and licrc lucmnnuto
know, is it, or, is it not your iutcntion to
wcd mysistor?'

1 havu "givcn sufiicicnt rcason why I

cannot mako hcr my wifc. For hcr wcl-far- o

I shall cvcr bo solicitous; and if part
of my fortunc can ropairtho crror 1 '

'Sir!' intcrruptcd Uichurd, all thc
wcalth of your rttre cannot od'aco thc
blushyou havo called upon my sistcr's
chcck! Morc, sir! hcro aro tho pistols
you ordcrcd,' taking two from his pnckct
'Immlr llicni: yoa shall luul I can tis(
thcm nlso!'

'Madmanl' cxclaimcd tho count, 'you
havo had your auswcr!'

'Your fushionablo cducation, sir, has
madc you 11 .cnuudrcl! do not lct mc iind
it has madc you a cotrard too!'

At this moincnt Dubois out of brcath,
cntcrcd thc rnom.

'Oh! sir, Satan surcly is following mc
iu iho shapo of an rnragcd coloncl. Just
us I turiicd thc corncrof tho stroct, hc
ifiintclicd your notc out of my hand, and
crack! wcnt thc scnl.'

'Villnin! traitor! c.vclaimcd thc connt.
'So I thouglii,' said thc valct.
'15cgono!' said tho rxaspcratcd count,

1 'tis you whom I call traitor; you havc
bcttaycd your mastcr; bcgono 1 say!'
aud tlic discomfitcd vilct obcycd his mas-
tcr, asllcnry Docourccy, uiiaunounccd,
madc his way into tho apartmcnt.

'Sir!' Miid thc count, 'by nu ncl of
trnaclicry, unbccoming a gcntlcman, you
havc dand to brcak asonl, not addrcsscd
toyourscJf1'

'1 am rcady to nbido thc conscqucnscs
sir; wc will scttlc that poiut aftcr wc
havo adjustcd that which so ncarly con-cer-

tho honor of my fnmily! What
havc you lo say iu cxtcnuation of you
intrigiio with tlnt poor girl, upon thc cvc
ofyoiir marriagc with my coiisiur'

'Your right to qucstion mo, I will not
admit, tillyou havc satislicd mc for your
dclibcratc iiisiilt!'

'I will assume thc right, at my own pcr-il- !

you havo ofl'orcd to a mistrcsi that
lovo which you profl'crcd toyour intcnd-c- d

tcifc!' 'Tis hcro writlcn!' and Hcnry
Docourccy dashcd tho unfoldcd papcr at
tho fcct oftlio count. 'Do you, sir, in-tc-

to lcad Madcmoiscllc Dccourccy
to thc altar, or do you notr'

Uichard stood back, nnd anxiously
awaitcd thc coimt's nnswcr!'

'My cngagemcnt,' rcplicd thc count,
'twas madc with hcr inothcr nnd hcrsclf.
aud lo them only will I ansivcr.'

Vnin bonstnrl' snid llcnry Dccourcoy,
tauching tho hilt ofhis 8Word, 'your rc-pl- y,

or will dcniand satisfaction at tho
sword's point!'

You hnvo throwntho gauntlct, sir, and
I must stoop for it! You will find I can-

not borcf(! to ucccpt a wifo ovon ut
Iho 'aword'a point.' You havo dictatcd
ot mo a choico, nnd I should now indccd,
bo both n coward aud poltroon, did I not
at onco roluso tho hand ot Waucmoiscllc
Dccourccy!'

Tho count ranj: tho bcll Dubois nt- -

tcndcd tho summons IMy sword!1 IIc
thcn scaicd himsclf at tho tablc nnd hc- -

gan to writo.
'Ah!' lliought tho mcchanic, 'thcir

rnnk cntitlcs thcm to this tnodc of rcdrcss
wcrc I to dcmand such, 1 should bo ban
ishcd from my countrv!'

Dubois cntorcd with tho sword, nnd
hnnding it to his mastcr, loft tho ro'om.

Tho cniint foldcd tho napcr ho had bocn
writinir, nnd, ndvancing to Uichaid, hc
hcld it towarda him, with thesc words,
'Tnkc this papcr to your sistcr; tis my

voluntary and solcmn iroiniso of marridgc,
should I survivc this cncountcr!

'Villnin!1 muttcrcd llcnry Dccourccy,
bctwccn his clcnchcd tceth. Uichard,
with an ntrilatcd hand, thrust thc papcr
into his bosom. 'I'ho count soizcd his
sword from iho tablo, and, darting a fu

rious look at llcnry Dccourccy, cricd
'! ollow 1110, sir! l'ollow mc!

ciiAi"ri:n iv.
Uichard rcachcd homo, and throwing

himsclf into a chair waitcd thc coming
of Ccphisc. 'No morc tcars sho will

now bc happy! yct I daro not tell hcr
undcr what circuinstauccs ho gavo this
marriagc promiso! No mnttcr! shc will

hccomo tho C'ountcss l'roval! no longcr
tho mechaiiic's sistcr! What thcn

Ibrmo but to leavo homo, hccomo
a soldicr, and bravcly mcct the dcath 1

so much covct! Uut I sit hcro, suH'cring
hcr to shcd tcars,with that in my posscts-io- n

which will assuago Iicr griof at ouco;
hcr marriago promisc! but my dmlh war-rant- !'

Aud opcning thc door, hc callcd Cc-

phisc; sho dcccndcd from hcr chambcr,
hcr faco palc, and hcr cyc3 dim with
wccping.

'Whcro havc you bccn, doar brothcr?'
I havc misscd you sadly.

'Cophiso, I havo bccn to tho Count
Proval's nny, start not ho lovcs you,
and you will yct bo his wifc!'

'Hc lovos mc! hc will not nhandon
1110! 0! Uichard, spoak thosc words
again!,

'J rcrc hcrc is his promisc of mar- -

ria'fc!' and Uichard, with a Ircmblinjj
hand, tcndcred tho papcr to hcr. bho
prcsscd it to hcr lips.

'lvlward! dcar Fdward!'
'Givc him histruc titlc, Ccphisc, Count

l licodorc l'roval!'
A kuock wns hcard at tho door.
'Ccphisc Kuard wcll that papcr; it is

undcniublo, nnd will cnsurc your right
bolbrc nny tribunal in thc laud.'

I''nthcr Autoiiio, nccoinpnnicd by thc
Haroncss Dccourccy advanccd, Tho
U.ironcsssiol(olirst.

'I wishcd to spcak to jou, Ccphisc,
nnd Futhor Antoino was kind cnough to
show mo tho way.'

'Wc aro cvor happv to sccyotir lad-- -

ship,' answcrcd Ccphisc.
'Isuw, good fathcr, and you ilonsicur

Morin, 'ullow mc n fcw momcut's ccnvcr- -

sation with Ccohiso alono. '

Uichard withdrcw, followcd by Fathcr
Antoino.

Whcn lcft alonc, tho Unroncss, ovcr-com- c

with emntion, burst into toars thc
supprcssod tcars of mntcrnal afi'cction.
Ccphisc liaudcd a chair. Tho Haroncss
scatcd hcrsclf, aud for an instant, huricd
hcr faco in Iicr haiidkcrchicf. Ccphisc
thrcw hcrsclf upon hcrknccs bcforc thc
baroncss, nnd taking hcr hand, kiscd it.
Tho baroncss gcntly raiscd hcr lookcd
iutently in hcr facc, prcsscd hcr to hcr
bosom, nnd again burst into a fiood ol
tcars.

'Dcar madam, you aro ill; what shall I

do for you?'
'Nothing, iiothing. 1 nm alrcady inunh

bcltcr, nnd should I'ccl morc culm if mv
licart would uttcr what it fcels. Ilcncc-Ibrt- h,

Ccphisc, look upon 1110 ns a dcar
Jrund; 'tis my uish nay, 'tis my com- -
mntid.

'01 mndatn!' rcplicd Ccphisc, yon so
good, so kind to mc! You do not know
thc wrong 1 havo innoccntly dono your
daghtcr. 1 011 tlo not know, pcrli'ips,
tho couut has givcn mo his marriagc
promisc'

'1 know all, Ccphisc; has your broth
cr told you undcr what paiticular circuin
stauccs tho count gavc that promisc?

'No, madam.'
' 'Tis imporlnnt that you should know

thc truth; ho istiot tho dis'mtcrcstcd bc- -
ing you think him. Listcn to mc. To-m- o

row, tho count was to havo wcdded Lc-oni- c,

aud but for thc chanci which cd

to us this sccrct, you would noiv
be wailing thc cxpcctcd visit of lldward.
Ono hour aftcr tho crucl cclaircisscmcnt
at my houso, hc lcft this lcttcr for mc;
rcad it; 'tis of importancc that you
should.'

'Ccphisc took it, and icad as follows.
'Madam, n fatal cvcnt has discloscd

what I hnpn in your cycs, will appcar as
it is n fault, and not n crimo. I nccd
not say how much 1 rcgret tho circum-stnnc- o

hcing madc so public 011 your
daughtcr's account, and I siuccrcly hopc
you will not mako it an ohstaclc to my

my vows to hcr who alonc posscs-sc- s

my lovo, nnd who has not cannot find
a rival in thc hcart of T. Pnr.vAL.

Ccphisc handcd thc lcttcr back to thc
baroncss, who continucd.

'A noto addrcsscd to you, from thc
Count, was sccn by iny nephcw, thc pur-po- rt

of which, wns an outrngc tn fhc
pridc nnd fcclings of Lconic. Thc Count
provokcd by llcnry was lcd lo dccide bc-

twccn a rccantation or a ducl.'
'A ducl!' intcrruptcd Ccphisc.
'Decidcd as a young aud proud man

would undcr similar circumstnnccs. Aud
your marriagc promisc was tho answer lo
Ilcnrjf's challengc'

'O! madam, a ducl' his lifc is in dan-cr- .'

Hcrc, lake il, madam.' tako this
promisc. I frccly givc it up. Uut do
not lct thcrc bc blood shcd, and thc
cau?c Flv, inadaui, 'and dcstroy this
papcr bcforc them."

'Tho nffair is alrcady ovcr; tho
has rccoivcd only n slight wound,

aud (ho couut is frcol'rom liurt. Tnkccarc
of this docunionl; 'tis ynurs' Thc count
has timely frccd himsclf (rom all engagc-mcn- ts

with Lconic. In that papcr, my
child, you hohl your futurc dcatiuy; rjkcl

do nothing rat.hly.'
'Tell mc, dcar madam, what havc I to

lcar?'
Ucmcmbcr, rcadcr, tho barroncss was

striving lo savc a daughtcr Ironi a maringc
wilh a villaiu,

'Iiislcn lo mo, Ccphisc; if 'tis from nn- -

jror, or a scnseorwoiimlcd iiridc, and from
bciug dcficd, thc couut gavc that promisc;
thcn trcmble! for rcgret uill follow swift on
vour marriagc vow! and cause for rcpcu
tancc brings infallihly a lifo of tcars. Do
not thcn purcliasc a day s happiiicss at thc
prico ol elcriial wrctcliediiets.' you wi
hcrc fuid a hcart lo lovc.' a bosom 011

which you can shcd tcars, dcvnid ol an- -

guish! If your licart has bccn decciveil,
comc to ininc, thcre you wi.l evcr find n

surc atsylnm.
'Dcar madam,' snid Ccphisc, 'how havc

I mcr'ucd your kind intcrcstr
"Tis a sccrct hid in my hcart. I lovc

you.Ccpluse, and tis by that lovo I coniurc
you not to ras'nly sacrifice your futurc hap- -

incss. bearch wcll your own hcart belorc
you rccfiivcihc count probc him decply
crcyou conscnt to bccomo his wilc. I'rom-is- c

mc this, nnd I am contcnt.'
'I do! Idol'
'Then Ilcavcn blcss you till wc mcct

again; look to mc iu all cnscs, lo succor
aud consolc you, as to a tnothcrl'

'Ccphisc grcatly ncknowlcdgcd thc ba
roncss' kiiidncss, who took her lcavc,
promisiug lo sco hcr soon agniu. Ilichnrd
uauic iu as ilic baroncss

'Dcar Uichard,' said Ccphise. the bar- -

oncs has informcd mc how you bccamc
possosscd ol tlus proiuise. Shc has lofi
in mv heart a donhl morc crucl ihan the
coriaiuity of niiscry. I know not exactly
why, but I fccl a prcseniimcnt of grcater
inals in btoro lor mc. I must sco thc
Count this vcry night. My hcart cannot
beat much longcr wilh this load of mherv;
an cxplanation uiav co).t 1110 pain, but it
will no longcr bc that ol suspcusc aud uu- -

certaiuty.
A qtnck stcp asccndcd thc stairs, and

thc Lnunt came to hcr very wish.
'Dcar Ccphisc, how rojoicd I am to

mccl you again. Spcak, dcarcst has not
thc Count 1'rcval fulfilcd thc promisc of
llia Iiumblo l.ilu'anir

'Ah,' rcplicd Ccphisc, it wns not for
his pronutc I griovcd, t wns for hnnsclf!

'Dcar Ccphisc, you nrc nwarc this
marriagc cannot take plnce iu I'aris, bc-

forc Iho cvcs of my fnmily and fricmls:
wc will il y, dcarcst, from Francc, and
whcnsafc iu Kngland, you shall bccome
my wilc. Do not nsk mc to cxplain ilic
molivcs that cxists for such n procceding;
sufiicc it, 'tis only in Kngland our mar-
riagc can take placc. al
daylight, a carringo will bc iu rcndiiic??;
your brolimr will nccompany von. I (.ball
follow, and mcct you iu Calais, from
wliicli a lciv hour s sail, and thc tca scpa-rnlc- s

us Irom Frnnco.,
Uichard lookcd ntlcntivc'y nt Ccphisc;

what says my sistcr to this plnn?'
Ccph s; wipcd fawiv iho lonrs ihni

githcrcd in hcr cycs, aud taking Uichard's
naiiil, shc bcggcd him to lcavc hcr nloi e
with tho Couut, but rcmain wiihin call
Uichard obcycd, and the locrs wcrc lefi
logclhcr.

'Now,' thnught Ccphisc, 'comcs m
trial. O, womnn! ol wlint matcrinl is
yoir hcart nomposcd, ihat il can bci r
what I havc bnrnc and not brcak?'

Tlic Count took hcr hand nnd inqnircd
thc caiisc of her mclancholy. 'For you.
dcarcst Ccphisc, I givc up woalth Iricnds

and rank, nll I ask iu rctirn, is an a.s--
sirance ol that lovo you havo so oficn ui
(his spot profcsscd for thc nicchanic Fd- -

vard. 1 o you I look for all my futurc

'Do you Invc mc so vcry dcarly?' faltcr-ingl- y

inqnircd Ccphisc.
'l.ovc you! look at lln sacificcs I mako

of fricnd.i and forluue, n ul thcn judgo.
Why do von shcd tcars and uhy draw
your haud from ininc?'

'You say you lovc mc, Count l'roval;
'twas rcquisitc you should say thiis tniicb,
in ordcr that 1 might rcoguizc Fdwnrd
Dorvillo, hc to whom I "nvo my lovc.
And you lovc inc? I wish tn bclicvc you,
iu ordcr to givc r.ourngc lo inakc a sacri-
fice for your wclfare.'

'What mcan yon Ccphisc?,
'Ilcar mo, Count l'rcvnl: vnu are no

longcr Eilward, poor and obscurc, to
whom my hcart nould havc bccn a rich
gift, my hand, 1111 (dijcct nf pridc. To
thc Count 1'rcval my lovc would bc but a
Irilliug rccoinpcnsc for thc many saerijiccs
hc must makc lo it. Uo sinccro wilh'mc,
is all I ask. You havo onco cruclly cd

mc, thc sccond altcmpt and you
bccoiuc thc victim. JJefore I givc "nu
conscnt to what you proposc, hcar all I

havc to say. Think what you will sacri-
fice hy wcdding mc. Your fnmily will

you you givc np fortune auoblc
bridc and rnnk in society with tho prns-pcc- t,

too. of high clcvatioii! and nl. h r
what? Thc hcart of a poor, lowly girl!'
Thcro wns a pausc; thc Count was silcnt;

Ccphisc continucd.
'Dcprivcd of much tho world cstccnis so

highly your pridc wounded discardcd
by your fnmily would not rcgcl soon
follow? pcrhnps repronches whcn von
found yoursclf tho husband ofCcplnscthc
giinmnilh'sf sistcr!'

'Ccphisc,' answcrcd thc Count, aftcr
somc hcsilalion, 'thc promisc I havc

nll possibility of rcllcclion.'
'Uut not ah possibility of futurc regrct!

Will you not fccl yoursclf dcgradcd ln
mcct your noblc fricnds abrnad, with your
hiimblc wifc upon youi arml'

Thc Count's confusion at thc piclurc
shc had drawn, was too apparent to thc
scrutiiiizing cyn of Ccphisc. Shc pcr-cciv- cd

his hcsilalion, and slruggling wilh
her fcclings, shc approaccd thc Count,
and drawing thc protnise from hcr bosom,
shc hcld it townrds him.

I prcccivc nnd undcrstnnd at cmcc your
hcsitalion. Thcrc, thcrc is your wriltcu
promisc; take il 'tis 1 who rcfuse youl
rclurn to thc sociclv your rank warranls
your aspiring lo; I am loo wcll assurcd
that the lovc or.n poor girl cannol compcn-sal- c

fur thc loss of what you prize so
lnghly your weallli your grandcurl'

'Ccphisc, who has counscllcd you to
this procceding?'

My own hcart ismy only counsellor. I
ofibryou this writing; is it your plcasurc
totnkc it back again?'

IIc took thc papcr hcr hand droppcd
hy hcr sidc and miiking nn cfiort to

hcr nuiotion, she badc him leave

hcr now, hc would havo nothing morc to
say, or sho to listcn to.

'Uut, dcar Ccphisc'
'Count l'rcvnl,' said Cephise, proudly,

'ohliirc mc, nnd rctire at ouce.'
Tlio Count, bctwccn rnge and morlifi- -

cation, slowly madc for thc door, tcaring
thc marriagc promisc, and scaltoring thc
(loor widi tho frngmcnts' whcn he rcachcd
thc door, ho turiicd to Ccphisu.

'Farcwcll farcwcll for evcr!'
Ccphisc totlcred to a chair.
'Ile's gonc! IIc's gono! Hc ncvcr

lovcd nic, or ho could not givc my hcart a

pang likc that.'
Iticliard, who was anxiously wailing to

hc suniuioucil, hnstcncil (o Ccphisc thc
instant hc hcnred thc dcpnrtuc of thc
Count, nnd cntercd tho room iust iu timc
lo catch hcr iu his arms as she staggered,
ovcrconic wilh cxcilement, towards a scat

'Uichard, dcar brothcr, hc's gonn!
The trinl's pasl. I havc rcnnunccd him
for evcr! look thcro look thcre!' and
she pointed to thc scattcrcd frngmcnts of
hc marriagc promisc, nnd clung to Ilich
ard in hystcrical couvulsions.

CII.M'Tnu v.

Thrcc dnys Ifhd pnsscd, and Ccphise
was slowly rccovcring Irom n ncrvous cx
citcmcut. Shc had dctcrmincd upon rc
liring into a convcnt, aud had, with difii

cuilty, gaiucd Uichard's conscnt to such n

step. Thc baroncss had callcd oficn, nnd
Iicr kindncss in ihc hour of ndvcr.'ily,
bound Ccphise morc closcly to hcr. She
had cousullcd Fathcr Autoiue, nnd it was
llinuglit ndvisnblc to lct Ccphisc rctirc to
a quiet convcnt till tunc had olililerated
ill traccs of hcr Intcdisnppniutmcut. Uut
ihc baroncss' wih was to havc urgcd a

union bctwccn Uichard and hcr daughtcr,
but this would Icad to thc uuplcnsaiit nl

icriintivc of ncknowlcdging ihat which shc
wishcd forcvcr huricd.

Iticliard, whor.p cnglo spirit wns somc- -
what cruslicd by ngony, nnd disnppoiuicfi
lovc, mnde nrrnugmcnts to lcavc Francc
011 thc day Cephbe dcpnrted lor thc con
vcnt. 1 1 is knapsnck was lying on the
tab'o, aud from time to lima ho plarcd
such articlcs 111 it as constilutcs tho ward-rob- c

nl a foot soldicr.
'Lct mc scc if I have forgottcn any

thing writlcn dowu in my army rcgula- -

iiinis. My iboughls arc Wiiudcring far
from what I am nboiil! and my hcart!
that as thoii"h it was ftill to Imrslit g,
and were it not unmauly, 1 cniihl wccp,
and find rclicf 111 tcars. Cophiso aud 1

arc now to part pcrhnps for ecr! Uc- -

I'ore she tnkcs thc vcil, thc sccrci musl bc

rcvcalcd, which I had hopcd to carry with
mc to the grac.'

Ccphisc, at that momcnt, cnlcrcd the
rnom, looking palc and niclancholv, wilh
a lcttcr in hcr haud.

'Dear Uichard, havc this lcttcr scnt ti
1I12 supcrior. I shall uot bc loug aftcr il,
ns to.morrow is tho day appoinicil lor my

cntcrnnce into thc convcnt. Havc you
scnt for thc good baroncss, and for Fathcr
Autoiue? 'I hcy would be all'routcd, did
I lcavc witlii ut taking leave of thcm, nnd I

tn uot stroug cnough to vcnturc out so
far.

'Thcy have bcci: tcnt for, aud will soon
hc hcrc And you are ihcu d,leriuineo
tn lcavc our I oinc ahaudon your brothcr

and spi nd the rcuiaindcr of your day.-i- u

a convcnt.
'Abandon my brothcr! No! nothing

:an evcr cliauge iny lovc for you, dcar
Iticliard!'

'Uut do you think, Ccphisc, that thc
walls of a coiivcnl a rcligious habit
ind the urnycrs of the chiirch, will nf!ord
vn, morc roiHolalmii tbnn thc nfi'ccliou ol
a brothcr, who wouldjiavc prolcctcd you
throiigh lile.'

'Dcarcst Uichard, 1 .hnuld but nfllici
you with a constant sight ol my tcars; you
cannot cnuiprchcnd thc agot y ol griel 1.

Irarl dcccivod ns ininc has I ccn, is cnpn
hlo of fccling. Yon, Uichard, havc ncvcr
lovcd.

'1 havo ncvcr lovcd! say you?' nr.d
uichard lclt nll thc lntlcrncss nf uiirc
iirucd nlfccliim. 'Yon hnve choscn so

clusinn, 1 hnvc chnscu anothcr pnlh! How
think you I should fccl, to rcmain in this
him happy homc,nud unss your picsciic.e!

No, 110! this could bc uo honic to mc!
T morrow you hccomo a uun, and I n

soldicr.
'Graciotis Ifcavcus! aud lcavc Francc?

cxcbiincd Ccphisc.
'And lcavc Francc,' cchocd Uichard.
'Uut why do this, Uichard? you nrc nol

unhappy, why lcaio your omployment,
yonr couinry, and your sistcr?,

' 'Tis my sistcr who lcavcs mc'
'Uut', rcplicd Ccphi'C, 'mv vows will

not prcvcnt my sccing you, and loving you,
dcnr Uichard.,

'Thcrc is morc sclfihncss iu vour dis- -
posilion, Ccphisc, than I thought you
IKHsc'si'd. What! rcnouncc your brolhcr
nnd thc good baroncss, and rctirc from
us, mcicly lo indulgc 111 lticI lor n dis:p
pointmcnt that you should pnur nul your
soul 111 llianKlulucss fur! Kotisc yoursclf,
dcar sistcr, rousc yourscll;

iWoiild I could, you havc bccn so in
dulgcnt, dcar Uichard, that cvcn my gricf
has liail its ouu way

'llcforc you pronoiincc ihc vows, as bc-fn- c

your mtirrtagc, had it Inkcn plnrp,
must rcvcal lo jou a sccrci, dcar Ccphisc,
anil 111 opcning my hcart to you show
you I nm not nbal I slciii. You look as- -

tonishcd. Doyou rcincmbcr thc ycars of
oir intancv.' how liappily thcy wcrc
passcd iot 011c ol my coinpnnions lovcd
his sistcr as I did ininc. Whcn our inoth
cr died, I was yoiir only protcctor; 1 fclt
the anxiciy of a fathcr for my chargp, nny,
morc; cach day cach vcar you bccamc
dcarcr to mc. I did not darc tn look into
my own licart. I fcprcd I kncw not
ivlini I trcmblcd nt thc approtich of a
lovcr, and grew jcilouj ofmy young s.

1 110 longcr kncw my.owu heart.
Whcn I lclt you I was wrctchcd till 1 rc- -

turiicd. When I rclurncd, I was uiihappy
ucar vou. Onc imacc fillcd my thougts by
day aud night. 'Twas yours always
yours You rcmcmbcr on your last birth
day, Fathcr Antoinc callcd to disclosc a

secrcl (0 mc? I nevcr hnvo told vou
what he ffnvo mc. 'Twas iny Mothcr's
will which sho wroto shortly bcforc hcr
deathj that will contained thc sccret.

1 wns this. I am not your brothcr! iou
aro not mothcr's child'

Cephisc's nstonishmcnt was stronsly
dcpiclcd iu her facc ns shc cagerly dc- -

mautico,
'Who am I?'
Uichard handcd her thc papnr contniu-ingthenccou- nt

of his moihcr. She has-til- y

ran her cycs ovcr it.
'Abandoned bymy niothcr thcn found
my name Evelina 0 who wcrc my

parcnts?,
Uichard continucd. 'I at onco under-stoo- d

the feelings of my hcart. I lovcd
you, Cephise, lovcd you truly and

Whcn I pcruscd that papcr, 110

words cnn do justicc to my joy. I snid
lo tnysclf shc is not my sistcr.' nnd wc
cnn lovc cach othcr. I dicnmed not of a
Invcr, but I saw you niinc for lifc. 0
that wns n happy momeuf. I called you to
explam all, but you also had a sccret to
rcvcal. I hcard il and mine rcmnincd'
huricd hcrc! You know what followcd.
I sought him brought him to you to bc-

come your hu.sbaud. She will now ho
happy, Ijsaid, and I will school my heart'
to think o! her only as a sistcr. What it1

cost mc tolook upon you in that light
you ktiownot of the many slecplcss nights
and wretchcd days brokcn spirits nnd'
ncglected work. My thoughls travcrsiug
n sca, dark and agitatcd as thctnsclvcs,
in hopes 10 light upon somc spot nway
from all I held most dear. I was liko a

piuc licwn dowu in all its ctrcngth and
vigor, nnd lcft to pcrish, branch by
hranch!'

'And you loved mc so dcarly, Ilichnrd'
'Morc thnu lifesinco 1 am now willing

to sacrifice it in tho fcarful chanccs of
war."

'No.' 110! dcnr Ilichnrd, for my sakc do
nnt bccome n soldicr. Spcak , Uichard
Bo you lovc mo still? aud all hcr long
losl cnergy was in hcr lonc nnd nction.

'Look atthese preparntions for a long
dcparture from my honio, nnd ask thc
qucstion.'

Ccphise pauscd for nn instant. Shc
thought what shc owcd him. Thc chnnce
ofhis dcath .ilirond aud her rcsolution
was at oncc taken.

'Iticliard, can you nnrdon my having
lovcd onc so far bcnuath you iu noblencss
ol soul, nnd gcneroscty of hcart? cnn
you will you forgive mv blindncss aud
folly?'

'Forgive you, O, Ccphisc' and Ilich-
nrd srarcc darcd to givc a mcaning to hcr
suddcn cnthusiasni, nsshc continucd,

'If a hcart bruiscd disclaimcd but
fillcd with admiration and afl'cctionatc

can rcndcr thc rcmainder of your
lifc happy, Ilichnrd, I offcr you miiic,
and Iicre 1 swcnr bcforc Iloiiven nnd your-
sclf, ihat I no longcr Invc him who hasso
dcccivcd mc. 0, thcn, ifmy hand is worthy
your acccplancc, lake it, Uichard, I am
yours for lifc'

'You, my wifc, thc wifc of Uichard
Mnrin, 110 Ccphisc, you dcccivc your-

sclf, nnd wcd, with your hcart tlead lo l ho
lovc ofsuch a unlurc, in the hopc of

nll 1 fccl for you; no, I cniinot
nccept your gcnernus proposal nt thc cost
of your futurc happincfs.'

'Ilc.u mc, Iticliard, nway from you I

ncver cnn be hnppy kuowiiig what yeu
havc Fiiffcrcd in' suhcr for my sakc. 1

will givc up my convcnt lifc, and wc will
livc as wc have li ccl bc ngnin hnppy in
each othcr.'

'That cnnunt hc. Tho vcil of rclation-shi- p

is hid asidc,nud wc hn c uow topnrt.'
0, thc discovcry of that drendful sccrct

lcnvcsmnns it wcrn alonc in the world.
Uut fur tlmt disclosurcwc might lme liv-

cd so hnppy happy, did 1 ny? ah, 110,

'twas but the simblancc, f r wcrc you not
sullcring thc hcnrt's worst ngony, yct wcnr-in- g

thc outsidc show of pcacc withinl'
'Ah, Ccphisc the disclosure of that sc-

crct rclicved my heart of much guilly fccl-

ing, but 'twas scnt back, frcczing in cvcry
cliniincl.'

'No morc ofthat dcar Itichard.it rccalls
thc rccollcctions ol niy wcakncss, I could
wish forcvcr forgottcn, Uut this sccrct.
Who am I! I'crhnps thc child ol .slmmc.
No, 110, Uichard, you must not wcd wilh
onc whosc birlh is wrnppcd in mistcry. I

dnrc not offcr or you acccpt thc haud of
onc wlio'

No morc no morc Ccphisc sislcr
conipnnion wifc!

Ccphisc rushcd into his out.strctnhcd
arms. Just thcn, the barroncss nnd Fath-
cr Antoinc, whosc knock hnd bccn unnt-tcnd-

to cnlcrcd the nppnrlmcnt. Cc-

phisc raiscd hcr hcad aud cucoiintcrcd thc
cycs of thc bnrronc's.

'Did 1 not say, Ccphisc, you would find
n hcart to comforl aud sustaiu yours whcn
most it nct'dcd, aud arms opcn tn rcccivo
you? Turn yon from thc cloistcr, my
child, away (rom thcrc you will fuid much
lo livc for; acccpt tho giiardian of your
tcndcr ycars; hc is wotthy your bcst and
warmcst lovc!'

'0, madnni,' said Ccphise.throwing hcr-

sclf r.t thc barroncss' fccl. you know all,
thcn. I am not his sistcr. Should I wcd
in igorancc of my mothcr's namc?'

No ,' c.vclniincd ihc barroncfs, raising
Ccphisc from hcr knccs. 'Coiiic my to my
hcart a moihcr s licart! my ciulu mv.

child my Evelina.''
A slirick ol joy antl aslonislimcnt burst

from Ccphisc asshe thrcw hcrsclf inlo thc
arms of hcr mothcr.

Nccd wc say Ccphisc or rathcr Evilina
bccamc thc happy, and wcll portioncd wifo

of thc gunsmilh of Orleans.

A ynunir Miss havina acceptcd tho

oftcr of a youlh to gallant her homc,

aficrwards fcarinc that a joltc might ho

cracked at hcr capcnsc if thc fact should
bccome known, dismisscd him whcn about
half way homc, cnjoiningsccrccy.

"Don't bc afraid," said he, "of my say- -

ing anylhing aboul i(, for I fccl as much
ashamed of it as you do."

jCP"If you cver marry," said a Uoman
Consid to his son, "lct it bc ln a womnn

who has judgment cnough to supcrintcd thc

gclting of a mealof victuals, uslc cnough

lo drcss hcrsclf; pridc cnough (0 wash her
faco bcforc brcakfast; and sensn cnough (o

hold hcr tonguc when shc has nothing


